Sample Module MAT Reference Training

Science Indexes 

Approximately 1.5 hrs

OUTCOMES:

As a result of this training, participants will be able to:

· Find the full title of a journal or proceeding from an abbreviation

· Find the standard abbreviation for a journal or proceeding title

· Know the difference between citation indexes and other types of indexes
· Understand the significance of whether or not an article has been cited 

· Recognize the different names of citation indexes
· Search Science Citation Index for a cited author

· Search Science Citation Index for a cited work

· Perform a general search using a combination of author and address

· Perform a general search by topic and use limiters

· Save a search

· Print results

· Save results

· E-mail results

· Use Journal Citation Reports
OUTLINE:

1. Journal Abbreviation Sources 

Often users bring in citations that have the source or journal title abbreviated.  The catalog rarely includes these abbreviations, so it is important to first find out the full name of the source or journal.  Here are a couple of places in ready reference where you can look:

· Periodical Title Abbreviations: by Abbreviations (vol. 1), Z6945.A2 P47

· Periodical Title Abbreviations: by Title (vol. 2), Z6945.A2 P47

· CASSI: Chemical Abstracts Service Source Index, QD1 .C53

· Acronyms, initialisms & abbreviations dictionary, P365 .A28

2. Introduction to a citation index 

· Definition of a citation nndex:

“A citation index is a compilation of all the cited references from journal articles published during a particular year or group of years. In a citation index, you can look up a work that you know to find new material that has cited it.”
· Uses for citation searching 

(e.g., A professor is going up for tenure, and he or she wants to search the citation indexes to show that their work has been highly cited, thus showing a significant impact on their field of study.)

· Can also be used for subject searching or completing a partial citation.

· Names of citation indexes (e.g., Web of Science, Web of Knowledge, Science Citation Index, Social Science Citation Index, Arts & Humanities Citation Index).

3. The citation index screen/search interface

This will show you what each of the buttons and links on the search interface will do.
4. Search Science Citation Index for a cited author

· EXERCISE: Work in pairs.  Barbara Cone-Wesson is a faculty member in the Dept. of Speech & Hearing Sciences.  What are some ways you would search her as a cited author, given her hyphenated last name?  Try at least 2 different variations on her last name – does it make a difference on the search results?  Is she ever cited with a middle initial?  If so, what do you think it is?

5. Search Science Citation Index for a cited work 
6. Search Science Citation Index general search for author and address

· EXERCISE: Work in pairs.  Has anyone from the University of Arizona (main campus or medical campus) ever written anything on beagles?

7. Search Science Citation Index for a general search
8. Save your Search

9. Printing/Saving/E-mailing SEARCH RESULTS
10. General Tips to remember when searching citation indexes
· Searches in this database may be slow – don’t give up!

· You should use the citation indexes internal navigation buttons, instead of the browser’s navigation buttons.  You may lose your search information if you use the browser’s button.

11.   Journal Citation Reports

Journal Citation Reports is a very unique resource.  It is part of Web of Knowledge/Web of Science database and can show you the:

· most frequently cited journals in a field 

· highest impact journals in a field 

· leading journals in a field 

· most published articles in a field 

Science Edition: Contains data from over 5,700 journals in the areas of science and technology.

Social Sciences Edition: contains data from over 1,700 journals in the social sciences
